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Creating future businesses for Australia’s indigenous 
communities based on indigenous flora and fauna 
— biodiversity is all our business

SEEKING PARTNERS
Please contact the bid 
team if you wish to create 
research partnerships to 
secure sustainable business 
opportunities for Australian 
indigenous communities based 
on the diversity of Australia’s 
flora and fauna. 

The CRC will be focused on 
creating a vibrant future for 
our indigenous communities 
through employment and 
entrepreneurism opportunities 
while safeguarding our 
environment for future 
generations.

Empowerment of 
indigenous leadership 
through biodiversity

Coolamon
Cooperative Research Centre

THE OPPORTUNITY
A coolamon is an indigenous 
now-anglicised word describing a 
carved wooden bowl. In traditional 
communities across Australia it 
was used to carry water, food and 
even babies. In other words, it is 
a cradle for life and sustenance. 
This indigenous-led CRC aspires 
to be a contemporary cradle for 
life. Coolamon CRC will create 
research partnerships to secure 
and create business opportunities 
for indigenous communities 
across primary industry, 
nutraceutical and pharmaceutical 
industry, government and 
regional communities. 

Development of new sources of 
food, fibre and pharmaceuticals 
will be increasingly important as 
we adapt to changing climatic 
conditions and as the population 
continues to increase. Application 
and translation of indigenous 
knowledge and scientific discovery 
of Australia’s valuable biodiversity 
will be at the core of these 
sustainable businesses.
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Contact Peter Landman
Harry Butler Chair in Biosecurity and 
Environmental Science
t: +61 8 9360 1663
m: +61 0410472018
e: peter.landman@murdoch.edu.au

mailto:peter.landman%40murdoch.edu.au?subject=


OUTCOMES
1. Long-term health and well-

being of Australia’s indigenous 
communities through creation 
of sustainable businesses based 
on contemporary science and 
60,000 years of environmental 
management knowledge 

2. Educate and empower 
indigenous youth to become 
future scientists who will 
drive innovation and underpin 
industry in regional communities

3. Coexistence of business and 
biodiversity to deliver economic, 
social and environmental 
outcomes throughout Australia 
for all Australians

4. New sources of food, fibre and 
pharmaceuticals as we adapt 
to changing climatic conditions 
and food security challenges.

INTRODUCING THE COOLAMON CRC
Partnering to establish this proposal are:

• Charles Darwin University;
• Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development;
• Murdoch University;
• Pilbara Development Commission; and 
• West Australian Football Commission. 
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These institutions represent some 
of Australia’s leading capability 
in indigenous engagement, 
coexistence of business and 
biodiversity science, food and 
agribusiness innovation and 
entrepreneurship, knowledge 
of indigenous flora and fauna, 
and business development. 
Additional research organisations 
will be engaged as partners 
to grow capability as the 
proposal progresses. 

The CRC will have its primary 
base at the Harry Butler Institute, 
Murdoch University, and will ensure 
a collaborative research approach to 
the opportunities. 

It will also establish nodes in 
Darwin, Charles Darwin University, 
and on the east coast of Australia, 
partner yet to be confirmed. It 
will foster the establishment of 
indigenous businesses based on 
Australia’s biodiversity and will align 
with existing and future National, 
State and Local and strategies, 
including the National Indigenous 
Affairs priorities.

Industry, businesses, small to 
medium enterprises, all tiers of 
government, and community groups 
are invited to partner in the bid to 
establish the Coolamon CRC.



Harry Butler Institute
Murdoch University 
Murdoch, Western Australia 6150 
General enquiries: +61 8 9360 6000 
e: hbi@murdoch.edu.au

Coolamon Research Programs

1. Rediscovery and utilisation 
of Australia’s microbiota — 
fungi as an example 

While Australia is home to over 
15,000 species of fungi more 
than half of which are visible to 
the naked eye (macrofungi) we 
are effectively a “mycophobic” 
community, particularly when 
contrasted with Northern 
hemisphere cultures. Indigenous 
knowledge of the fungi kingdom 
both as a food source and a 
medicinal cornucopia has largely 
been lost. There are historical 
records and current oral traditions 
that suggest that “fear of fungi” 
was not part of aboriginal 
Australia and the deep indigenous 
knowledge of plants and animals 
extended to the third kingdom 
of fungi. The opportunity to 
develop new nutritional, flavour 
and functional food options or 
pharmaceutical products from 
embracing exploration and 
discovery with the “third realm” 
are significant.

2. Utilisation of terrestrial flora 
and fauna

Australia’s endemic flora and 
fauna have the potential to create 
new industries focused on future 
food and fibre production. With 
climate change impacts becoming 

more obvious there is an urgent 
need to reconsider what species 
provide the greatest productivity 
with the smallest footprint. 
Optimisation of native species 
also has the potential for smarter 
use of scarce water supplies with 
fewer inputs of fertilizers and 
pesticides. This program will realise 
the best use of native resources 
from indigenous knowledge using 
commercial enterprise.

3. Aquatic endemic flora 
and fauna as future business 
enterprises

Australia’s aquatic endemic 
fauna already forms a significant 
contribution to our domestic 
and export food systems. 
Less understood are the 
flora (macroalgae) and the 
pharmaceutical opportunities 
related particularly to marine 
toxins. There remains however, 
enormous opportunities for 
indigenous led businesses as 
Australia and other countries move 
from wild-caught sustainable 
harvesting to aquaculture. The 
large number of climate zones 
within the coastline of Australia 
(from tropical to peri-Antarctic 
ecosystems) provides a large 
variety of potential livelihoods 
for many indigenous coastal and 
river communities.

4. Entrepreneurism and focus 
on next generation of leaders

The creation and expansion of 
businesses directly benefiting from 
Australian native flora and fauna 
needs to be led by the original 
custodians of the country. This 
indigenous-led CRC and will have a 
strong focus on the next generation 
(youth) with the objective of 
training future leaders of these 
businesses. This program will focus 
on both knowledge of country 
and entrepreneurial skillsets to 
promote the coexistence of business 
and biodiversity. 

5. Market creation from 
better appreciation of costs 
and benefits

The establishment of 
entrepreneurism and business 
(Program 4) is not enough as a 
measure of success. The success 
(impact) will be determined 
through a pathway to create long 
term markets for products and 
services originated in the CRC. The 
program will focus on the enabling 
environment to establish the level 
of market required for business 
sustainability both domestically and 
for export.
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CRICOS Provider Code: 00125J

murdoch.edu.au murdoch.edu.au/harrybutlerinstitute

http://murdoch.edu.au
http://murdoch.edu.au/harrybutlerinstitute

